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ment of the first grant under the Efficiency
Program.

(d) Small business telecommuting
(1) Pilot program
(A) In general

The Administrator shall conduct, in not
more than 5 of the regions of the Adminis-
tration, a pilot program to provide informa-
tion regarding telecommuting to employers
that are small business concerns and to en-
courage such employers to offer telecom-
muting options to employees.

(B) Special outreach to individuals with dis-
abilities

In carrying out the Telecommuting Pilot

Program, the Administrator shall make a

concerted effort to provide information to—

(i) small business concerns owned by or
employing individuals with disabilities,
particularly veterans who are individuals
with disabilities;

(ii) Federal, State, and local agencies
having knowledge and expertise in assist-
ing individuals with disabilities, including
veterans who are individuals with disabil-
ities; and

(iii) any group or organization, the pri-
mary purpose of which is to aid individuals
with disabilities or veterans who are indi-
viduals with disabilities.

(C) Permissible activities

In carrying out the Telecommuting Pilot
Program, the Administrator may—

(i) produce educational materials and
conduct presentations designed to raise
awareness in the small business commu-
nity of the benefits and the ease of tele-
commuting;

(ii) conduct outreach—

(I) to small business concerns that are
considering offering telecommuting op-
tions; and

(IT) as provided in subparagraph (B);
and

(iii) acquire telecommuting technologies
and equipment to be used for demonstra-
tion purposes.

(D) Selection of regions

In determining which regions will partici-
pate in the Telecommuting Pilot Program,
the Administrator shall give priority consid-
eration to regions in which Federal agencies
and private-sector employers have dem-
onstrated a strong regional commitment to
telecommuting.

(2) Report to Congress

Not later than 2 years after the date on
which funds are first appropriated to carry out
this subsection, the Administrator shall trans-
mit to the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Small Business of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report containing the results of
an evaluation of the Telecommuting Pilot
Program and any recommendations regarding
whether the pilot program, with or without
modification, should be extended to include

TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE

Page 764

the participation of all regions of the Adminis-
tration.

(3) Termination

The Telecommuting Pilot Program shall ter-
minate 4 years after the date on which funds
are first appropriated to carry out this sub-
section.

(4) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Administration $5,000,000 to carry out this sub-
section.

(Pub. L. 110-140, title XII, §1203, Dec. 19, 2007, 121
Stat. 1766.)

CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of section 1203 of Pub. L. 110-140.
Subsec. (e) of section 1203 of Pub. L. 110-140 amended
section 638 of this title.

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Independ-
ence and Security Act of 2007, and not as part of the
Small Business Act which comprises this chapter.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective on the date that is 1 day after Dec.
19, 2007, see section 1601 of Pub. L. 110-140, set out as a
note under section 1824 of Title 2, The Congress.
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